The pupils were contracted, there was myopia, and also a peculiar vacancy in the expression; he was deaf, and his memory was very defective; the skin was natural, the urine sufficient, and free from albumen, the percussion note over the
This was a peculiar shuffling, tottering gait. There were no concomitant symptoms to account for this.
It was now observed that his pulse maintained a steady rate of 132, without inflammatory symptoms, pain, or losg. of appetite.
The pupils were contracted, there was myopia, and also a peculiar vacancy in the expression; he was deaf, and his memory was very defective; the skin was natural, the urine sufficient, and free from albumen, the percussion note over the About the 15th October his appetite began to fail, the bowels were sluggish and difficult to move, and there was an unusual degree of lassitude. On the 22nd October he appeared much as usual, but was dull and dispirited, and complained of want of appetite, and lassitude; his tongue was furred ; there was 110 fever, 110 heat of skin, and no pain ; but his pulse had, for the first time, changed ; it had fallen 10 beats in the minute, that is, it was 122; and small. On the following morning he complained of severe colicky pains in the belly, which he attributed to some lime-juice, of which he had partaken early in the morning. He had passed a restless night, and had taken two or three glasses of gin ; his pulse was still 122, but weaker, the tongue very foul, the bowels were constipated, his countenance wore an anxious expression, his face was flushed, and eyes suffused, the breathing was accelerated, and his manner restless. I prescribed castor oil one ounce with ten drops of laudanum, to be followed by an enema of turpentine and castor oil, with a little brandy and hot water to drink, and fomentations to the belly. No improvement followed ; the bowels were not moved; sinapisms to the stomach and over the bowels were applied, and the enema with turpentine repeated, but without producing any effect. His face became more congested, the breathing more hurried and abdominal, the pulse smaller, he was extremely restless, and was distressed and confused in his manner, but could answer questions. The head and body were cool, the face and forehead were of a dark red color, the breathing became worse, until he died at 7 p.m., quite quickly, immediately after swallowing some soup. There were convulsions, and no coma, his face was livid, and his lips blue ; after death the pupils dilated.
Treatment.?The treatment for the nervous disorder consisted of tonics, as quinine, iron, strychnine, nitrate of silver. The latter had a fair trial, and during its use lie made a slight improvement, locally he had liniments, friction, the electromagnetic current, but without any result.
His memory was very defective, but his medical history, so far as it could be elicited from him, along with all the facts, as to his age, habits, and present symptoms, pointed to the conclusion that this disease hud attacked him several years before, and bad been advancing slowly, and with unequal strides, but surely, to that end at which it invariably arrives.
His death appeared to be immediately due to effusion within the brain, the character of the pulse rather contraindicated this, but the laboured respiration, lividity of face and mode of death lead to this view.
